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Registering to vote

1 Can I register to vote?

A US Citizen 
At least 18 years old by Election Day 
A resident of Arkansas 
You must not be a convicted felon (or have completely discharged your
sentence or been pardoned) 
You must not claim the right to vote in any other jurisdiction 
You must not have been placed under a guardianship after October 1, 2001 

 You can register to vote in Arkansas if you are: 

2 Where can I register to vote?

State revenue offices, Driver Services
Public libraries or the Arkansas State Library
Public assistance agencies
Disability agencies
Military recruitment offices
Arkansas National Guard offices

You can register to vote by mail, at your local county clerk’s office, or at any of
the following locations:

3 Do I have to show a form of identification to
register to vote?
If you are mailing in your registration application, then you must provide either
a copy of your ID or the last four digits of your Social Security Number on the
Registration Application.

4 When should I register to vote?
You can register to vote at any time, but to vote in an election you must be
registered at least 30 days before that election.

5 How do I know if I'm registered to vote?
Once you register to vote, you will receive a voter registration card in the
mail. This is proof that you are now a registered voter. If this is not received
within 30 days after registering, call your local County Clerk to confirm your
registration or visit www.voterview.org.

6 What if I move, or have moved since I registered?
If you have moved since the last election, you must re-register.



Casting your vote

7 Do I need to show my registration card in order to
vote?
No. If you are registered to vote you don’t need to have the card with you.

8 Where do I vote?
Your precinct is determined by where you live, and the polling place is
assigned by your county election commission. Most local newspapers publish
a list of polling places before an election. If you received a Voter Registration
card from your county clerk, it may show your precinct. You can also find your
location online at www.voterview.org.

9 Do I have to show a form of identification to vote?

Driver’s License
U.S. Passport
U.S. Military ID
Public Assistance card if it has a photo
College ID

Yes, you must present a photo ID at the polls to vote in Arkansas. The ID must
have your name and a photo of you. It must be issued by the United States,
Arkansas, or an accredited college or vocational school in Arkansas. Examples
of a valid photo ID include:

10 What if I don’t have my ID with me at the polling
place?
If you forget your ID when you go to vote you can still vote using a provisional
ballot. If you vote this way you will have to present your ID to election officials
in your county by the Monday after Election Day for your ballot to be counted.

11 Do I need ID if I live in a care facility? 
Residents of a long-term care or residential care facility do not have to show a
photo ID at the polls if they have documents from the facility administrator
that say the person is a resident at the facility.

12 What if I don't have any valid photo ID?
You can get a Voter ID card from the Arkansas Secretary of State or your
County Clerk. This card is totally free. You will need to provide documents
which have your full name, date of birth, and address. You will also need proof
that you are registered to vote or that you have submitted your registration
application.



Casting your vote

13 Can I bring someone to the polling place to help
me vote?
Yes, you can bring someone to the polling place to help fill out your ballot.
The person helping you may not comment on or interpret your choices. If
you need help and don’t have anyone with you, you can ask for assistance
and two poll workers will help you, one to assist and one to observe.

14 What if my name does not appear on the list of
voters at my polling place, can I still vote?
Yes. In this situation you may still cast a provisional ballot. Do not leave
without voting! The election official will provide you with written instructions
on how to determine whether your vote was counted, and, if not, the reason
the vote was not counted. In most cases, the election commission will mail
you a notice.

15 What is a provisional ballot?

Your name does not appear on the voter rolls
Your vote is challenged by a poll watcher
You did not show a valid photo ID at your polling place

A provisional ballot allows you to cast your vote, even if you are denied a regular
ballot because:

If you cast a provisional ballot for either reason you will be given written
instructions which tell you how to find out if your vote was counted or not.

16 What if my polling place is not accessible?
 

Disability Rights Arkansas, 800-482-1174
Arkansas Secretary of State; Elections Division, 800-482-1127
Arkansas State Board of Election Commissioners, 800-411-6996
American Civil Liberties Union of Arkansas, 501-374-2660

If your polling place is inaccessible, immediately contact your County Clerk to
make sure that you are given the right to cast your ballot and to let them
know about the problem. You can also call Disability Rights Arkansas or several
other agencies:

17 Is my polling place required to provide an
accessible voting device?
Every polling place should have at least one Accessible Voting Device.



Voting absentee

18 Who is eligible for an absentee ballot?

You will be unavoidably absent from your polling place on Election Day,
OR 
You will be unable to attend your polling place on Election Day due to
illness or physical disability
You are a member of the Armed Forces, married to a member, or are a
dependent of a member, and are away from your polling location due to
the member's active-duty status
You are a U.S. citizen who lives in Arkansas but is temporarily living outside
the United States

To be eligible for an absentee/vote by mail ballot you must meet at least one
of the following criteria:

19 How do I ask for an absentee ballot?
To receive an absentee ballot, you need to apply for one. You can request an
application by contacting your County Clerk. You can also find the application
online at the Secretary of State’s website at sos.arkansas.gov

20 What are the deadlines for absentee ballots?
In Person: by close of business the Friday BEFORE the election 
By Mail or by Electronic Means: by 7:30 on Election Day 

21 Can I vote if awaiting trial?
Yes. You are eligible to obtain an absentee ballot if you are awaiting arraignment
or trial.

Other frequently asked questions

Can I vote if I have been convicted of a felony?
Yes, but first you must provide your county clerk with proof that you have fully
completed your sentence, including any parole or probation, and paid all
applicable fines, court costs, and restitution.

22



Voting resources

24 If I don’t speak English, can I vote?
Yes. Before going to the polls contact your County Clerk to make sure you will
be able to get a ballot in your language.

25 I live in a care facility, and no one will take me to
the polls?
No one can take away your right to vote, but if you can’t find transportation
(staff, family, or friends are unwilling or unable to take you), then you will need to
vote absentee. If staff at the facility refuse to help you or won’t allow you to vote
at all, then you should contact Disability Rights Arkansas for help.

Other frequently asked questions

23 If I haven’t graduated from high school yet, can
I vote?
Yes. You must be registered to vote, at least 18 years old by Election Day, a U.S.
citizen, and a resident of Arkansas.

Arkansas Secretary of State; Elections Division
 www.sos.arkansas.gov
 800-482-1127

 Arkansas State Board of Election Commissioners
 www.arkansas.gov/sbec
 800-411-6996

 American Civil Liberties Union of Arkansas
 www.acluarkansas.org
 501-374-2660

Disability Rights Arkansas
www.DisabilityRightsAR.org
800-482-1174

VOTE. It's your right.


